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been the escalating struggle for control of Congress in a highly polarized political 
environment. Higher stakes and inflamed partisan passions generate more contri-
butions as well as more assiduous work to attract them. 

The Growing Importance of Party Money
The widening partisan divide and its effects on the House and Senate’s internal 
operations have raised the value of majority status, giving members an enlarged 
stake in their party’s collective electoral performance. Congressional leaders have 
become increasingly insistent and successful in persuading their party’s secure 
incumbents to raise money to pass along to their parties’ House and Senate cam-
paign committees—the so-called Hill committees22—and to their needier candi-
dates. Members can do so by transferring funds contributed to their own 
campaigns or raised through their personal PACs (the so-called “leadership” 
PACs) to other candidates’ campaigns and to their party’s campaign committee. 
The growing prevalence of these practices is evident in Figure 5-11, which dis-
plays the inflation-adjusted growth in member-to-member contributions over 
the past two decades, and Figure 5-12, which does the same for member-to-party 
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Figure 5-11  �House and Senate Members’ Contributions to Other 
Candidates’ Campaigns, 1990–2010

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, "Spreading the Wealth," at http://www.opensecrets.
org/bigpicture/wealth.php?cycle=2010 (accessed November 28, 2011).


